
What is 
chicken doing?These books were originally developed by a group 

from the Child-to-Child Trust and UNICEF for beginner 
readers in primary school to read and show their 
younger siblings to help prepare them for school.

 Read and show them to one to four year olds, play 
the games. They will help them understand ideas 

and new words, pretend and have fun. 
One of Children for Health’s 10 messages on 

Caring for Babies is ‘Help prepare young children 
for learning at school by playing number and word 
games with them, painting and drawing. Tell them 

stories, sing songs and dance.’

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 3.0 License 
for details see http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/ 
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Story by Naomi Herbert and illustrations by David Gifford 2007.

A hanging library book



Is chicken playing football?  
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3. Walking round and beyond our home 
(for two to four year olds)

Walk around and ask:
“What is he doing?”

“What is she doing?”

How many different activities can we see 
going on?

4. Song & dance about what chicken is doing 
(for three and four year olds)

Make up a song and dance using some of the 
words from the story, and with some of your 
own, such as:

“What’s chicken doing? – Dancing in the street
What’s chicken doing? – Building us a house

What’s chicken doing? – Scoring us a goal
What’s chicken doing? – Laying us an egg”

5. Making your own book 
(older children for younger ones) 

Make your own “What is chicken doing” book 
and show it and read it to the smaller ones. 



Is chicken reading a book?
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A Child to Child Lit
tle Lib

rary book

Where is 

chicken?
Where is 

chicken?
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Questions to ask 
and things to do together

1. Guessing  what chicken is doing  
(for one to three year olds) 

Make a picture of chicken 
Put her somewhere like:

On the bed
At the table 

Among the plants outside 

Ask the children what chicken is doing here.
Is she…

Sleeping? 
Eating?

Digging?

…and other things that chicken does

2. Pretending “What is chicken doing” 
(for one to three year olds) 

Children pretend to be chicken. The others 
must guess what they are doing. 



Is chicken doing a dance?  
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Chicken is laying an egg.



Is chicken flying a kite?  
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So what is chicken doing?  

 

We don’t know!



Is chicken riding a camel?  
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Is chicken building a house?  
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